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Again, prisoners other than officers who had taken part in the
19x4-18 war were to be freed; these should be about one hundred
thousand in number (Radio-Lyon, May 19, 1941). Numbers of
naval officers and sailors were also to be set at liberty.
Finally a reduction in the amount of the indemnity for the
occupation troops was under discussion (Radio-Paris, May 7,1941),
with the evacuation of part of the occupied zone.
No precise official details have yet been given from either side
as to' what France has conceded in return for these advantages.
But events in Syria have made it quite clear that the Reich was
empowered to use the Syrian aerodromes and railways for military
purposes. It seems that the same facilities are to be gr?en in
the African territories, and it appears probable that authorization
has been given to Germany to send her troops through French
territory,
No doubt we shall soon be definitely informed on these various
points. From the present moment we should note that Admiral
Darlan is acting in full agreement with the Chief of the State. The
latter has expressly affirmed this in his broadcast of May 15,
adding: "To-day is not the moment for discussing our prospects,
for measuring our risks, and judging our actions. The thing for
Frenchmen to do is to follow me without hesitation along the path
of honour and the national interest. If we can succeed in carrying
through the negotiations we have now in progress, France will
surmount her defeat, and will maintain her rank in the world as a
European and colonial Power."
On May 23, in a broadcast, Admiral Darlan stated that Hitler
had asked neither for the surrender of the fleet, nor the cession of
colonial territories, nor a declaration of war on Great Britain, nor
for anything that could affect France's sovereignty. He ended as
follows: "Since the Montoire interview, when the principle of
collaboration was decided upon, France has manifested in deeds
her willingness to practise this policy. These actions have in-
duced the German Chancellor to alleviate the consequences of
defeat, that is to say, the armistice conditions which you already
know. Listen attentively to these words: France's future depends
in the closest way upon the result of the present negotiations.
France has the choice between life and death. The Marshal and
the Government have chosen life. Your duty is clear. Help the
Marshal, help him with all your might, as I do myself, in the task
of national reconstruction. Like him and myself, allow yourselves
to be guided in your thoughts and your actions by the highest
interests of France."
In his speech on August 12, 1941, Petain once more declared
his desire for collaboration with the Axis Powers, and displayed